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FOURTH EDITION

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
UK MARKET REPORT

LaingBuisson has published the fourth edition of its Children’s Services UK market report. This 
respected report provides a vital barometer of the state of the market and is invaluable reading 
for providers, advisors, investors, commissioners and anyone with an interest in social care or 
special education for children and young people.

With a focus on the key market trends and opportunities, the report shines a light on the main 
sectors making up this market, including special education, foster care, adoption, children’s 
residential care, leaving care, safeguarding, guardianship and other services and estimates the 
UK market for these services combined at £15.4bn.

Spending on children’s services grew in real terms by 4.4% in England alone over the past five 
years and demand pressures are such that 2018/19 local authority budgets suggested a pick 
up in spending of over 4%.

Nevertheless, there are concerns about a funding gap opening up as demand for services for 
children and young people continues to grow strongly. The past five years has seen the number 

of children in care in the UK grow by 9% (28% over the past 
ten years). In particular, there has been a growth in demand 
for care for children with more complex and multi-layered 
needs.

Participation of the independent sector is greatest in special 
education, residential care and fostering. The strength that 
the independent sector brings to bear in these settings is 
the provision of appropriate services for more vulnerable 
children and young people, and the capacity to innovate and 
deliver new developments. These strengths will be key in 
ensuring high quality, affordable services are available even 
as the funding landscape remains challenging.

• Children’s residential home 
providers

• Fostering agencies
• Adoption agencies
• Special education providers

• Local authority commissioners
• Directors of Children’s Services
• Investors, banks and other 

financial institutions

Demand pressures push up funding 
needs for children’s and young 
people’s services

    Who is the report for

Visit laingbuisson.com to find out 
more and to download full contents 
and figures listings

What the report covers

Overview of Children in Care  
Foster Care  

Children’s Homes  
Adoption 

Leaving Care Support 
Special Education 

Spending and policy issues 
Quality & Regulation of Services  

Independent Sector Market Structure  
Types of providers  

Market rankings 
Revenues, profitability, balance sheet 

Growth and consolidation trends 
Private equity concentration  

Private equity acquisitions

Appendices 

Glossary 
Regulators 

Trade bodies 
Major provider profiles 

Financials
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2 Digital reports include a licence allowing multi-reader 
access across your organisation and the reasonable use 
of LaingBuisson data within your own reports
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iLaingBuisson.com is a real-time 
portal for all our cloud based data 
solutions. Log in and access a wealth 
of data that LaingBuisson aggregates, 
cleanses, structures and adds to from 
proprietary sources. 

CareSearch gives real time access 
to all CQC data, other public domain 

data and additional LaingBuisson 
information, cross checked and 
augmented by our in-house data 
analysts. 

Use CareSearch for all your marketing, 
planning and strategy projects.

To find out more contact us on  
+44 (0) 7841 0045

Care Markets covers the social care 
market including residential care, nursing 
care, adult specialist care, children’s 
services, childcare, housing with 
care, homecare, supported living and 
community care. Subscription includes:

• Unique content - ten issues a year 
bring you market data and content 
you will not find elsewhere

• Real insight - commentary from the 
sector’s leading trade associations 
including Care England and UKHCA

• Online archive - over 20 years of 
news and features

• Supplements - including roundtables, 
costs surveys, policy supplements and 
infographics

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features

• Conference discounts - early bird 
rates for delegate passes

Market 
intelligenceJournal

The LaingBuisson Awards recognise 
and celebrate industry excellence and 
innovative services in the public, private 
and third sectors.

Leaders from across the sector come 
together to hear and celebrate each other’s 
successes. Already a fixed point in the 
calendar, the LaingBuisson Awards will 
be even bigger in 2019 as they provide 
further evidence of the growth and 
success of UK health and care services.

Categories include:

Residential Care
Specialist Care
Supported Living
Homecare
Housing with Care
Children’s Services
 
Wednesday 13th November 2019 
Park Plaza Westminster Bridge 
London, SE1 7UT

Awards

CareMonitor gives real-time information 
on the CQC’s Fundamental Standards of 
Quality and Safety in all registered Care 
Homes across England. Use CareMonitor 
to analyse care home performance in 
real-time, for marketing, planning and 
strategy.

Accurate information – Data is linked in 
real-time to the CQC and other public 
databases as well as LaingBuisson’s 
database so it is always the most up to 
date and accurate

Flexible searches – Make granular data 
searches using over 20 fields (including 
owner, sector, council, size of home, client 
type, etc) with further analysis facilitated 
by Excel

Exportable results – Customised searches 
can be downloaded directly from 
CareMonitor for you in your own reports 
and presentations
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