
FIRST EDITION

COSMETIC SURGERY 
UK MARKET REVIEW

LaingBuisson’s new report into the Cosmetic Surgery market provides unique insights into 
procedures, prices, internet search analytics and investor activity. 

Covering cosmetic surgery, non-surgical cosmetic treatment and cosmetic dentistry this study 
shows that the market has grown little in the past five years. According to the British Association 
of Aesthetic Plastic Surgeons, the only significant areas of growth in 2017 were in breast 
augmentation and breast reduction. Typically favoured by younger patients, this speaks of a 
market which is no longer the reserve of the old and the wealthy.

The report reveals a market where against a backdrop of slow growth, there are areas of real 
vibrancy. The non-surgical cosmetic treatment market is strong and is expected to be worth 
more than £3 billion in five years’ time. Whereas private hospitals appear to view cosmetic 
surgery as a ‘nice to have’, there are specialist providers and clinics who are actively developing 
business by looking for new ways to engage existing and potential clients. 

While cosmetic surgery has lost much of its previous stigma, the influence of social media is 
a key driver for growth. Price is also a key driver, especially among young women seeking non-
surgical procedures. This is worrying in a market which currently lacks regulation as patients 
may not fully understand the risks or implications for poor clinical practice. It may take a 

public health or medical malpractice scandal to trigger much-needed 
regulatory reform in this area.

LaingBuisson’s work shows prices have risen in the past four years. 
Market leading procedure, breast augmentation, has become 8% more 
expensive between 2014 and 2018. However, it also suggests that the 
market is likely to be hit particularly hard if there is an economic downturn 
as a result of Brexit. What’s more, there is evidence to suggest that 
overseas travel for cosmetic surgery, especially to Europe, is declining 
slightly owing to a weaker pound and more aggressive marketing on the 
part of UK providers.

• C-suite professionals working in cosmetic 
surgery

• Clinic owners
• Cosmetic surgery service providers
• NHS Trusts involved in, or considering, 

cosmetic surgery services
• Banks and other financial institutions
• Investors and private equity

• Insurers
• National government policy-makers
• Lawyers
• Policy advisors
• Think tanks
• Management consultants

Cosmetic surgery: a popular but 
fragile discretionary spend

    Who is the report for

Visit laingbuisson.com to find out 
more and to download full contents 
and figures listings
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GoPrivate.com and the accompanying 
GoPrivate Guide help patients to 
research the options for private self 
pay treatment in the UK’s private 
hospitals. 

GoPrivate.com enables patients to 
search and compare the “fixed price 
surgery” packages available and to 

submit a request for a quotation for 
treatment. 

The GoPrivate Guide is distributed 
in magazine format through waiting 
rooms in 6,000 GP practices, covering 
36 million of the population.

To find out more contact us on 
+44 (0) 7841 0045

Healthcare Markets covers all areas 
of independent healthcare including 
hospitals, primary care, mental 
healthcare, cosmetic surgery, flexible 
staffing, private medical insurance, 
dentistry and IVF. Subscription includes:

• Unique content - ten issues a year
bring you market data and content
you will not find elsewhere

• Real insight - commentary from the
sector’s leading trade associations
including IHPN and IDF

• Online archive - over 20 years of
news and features

• Supplements - including roundtables,
costs surveys, policy supplements and
infographics

• Weekly news alerts - complete with
live links to all stories and features

• Conference discounts - early bird
rates for delegate passes

TM
MEDICAL TRAVEL
SUMMIT 2019

Patient 
AcquisitionJournal

IMTJ Medical Travel 
Summit

The IMTJ Medical Travel Summit is a 
high-level event aimed at senior decision-
makers involved in the medical travel, 
health tourism and international patient 
market. Now in its fifth year, the Summit 
will bring together industry leaders to 
share their knowledge and experience and 
ensure the long-term development of this 
industry.

1-3 December 2019
Seminaris CampusHotel Berlin 
Germany

BOOK NOW 
summit.imtj.com/home

Conference

The key to a successful healthcare 
business is patient flow. Through our 
well-established network of online 
consumer portals and treatment guides, 
healthcare providers can promote their 
services directly to patients seeking 
private treatment or seeking a second 
opinion from their clinicians.

LaingBuisson’s consumer portals attract 
millions of relevant unique users each 
year and are aimed at ‘active treatment, 
service or product seekers’ in the 
private healthcare sector - people who 
are actively seeking a solution to their 
healthcare needs. The sites show patients 
how to research a variety of private 
healthcare services, and to contact 
healthcare providers direct, or through 
our Enquiry Forwarding Service. Our 
clients range from major hospitals across 
the UK, to small clinics and individual 
clinicians seeking to attract private 
patients.

Live market intel #1 Networking event Find patients online




