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The seventh edition of LaingBuisson’s Private Acute Healthcare UK market report is vital 
reading for anyone involved in this highly competitive sector of the UK health economy, 
be they providers, investors or advisors to the sector.

The first edition to be published since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, the new 
report shows the position of the market immediately before the pandemic, the impact of 
the pandemic, and the private healthcare sector’s recovery as the economy has started 
to reopen.

This market, estimated to be worth £6.17 billion in 2019, contracted by around 30% 
during the pandemic, as independent hospitals made beds, theatres and clinicians 
available to the NHS ‘at cost’ and elective surgery all but stopped. The overseas market 
was heavily impacted as travel restrictions were imposed.

However, the market revived strongly in late 2020 and then again following the 2021 
lockdown. The number of people treated on private medical insurance has increased, 
and the independent sector has been on hand to treat more NHS patients as NHS 
managers have sought to reduce waiting lists. There has also been strong interest in 
self-pay owing to long NHS waiting lists for diagnostic and elective procedures. Benefiting 
from London’s reputation for medical excellence, the UK has also attracted patients 
from overseas as travel restrictions have eased.

Nevertheless, profitability was impacted by Covid, and there are economic uncertainties 
created by economic slowdown, inflation rises, supply shocks and staffing challenges. 
This important report provides a crucial update on the current position of the market 
and its key emerging trends.

• Hospital and clinic C-suite professionals
• Specialist acute medical care providers
• Private Medical Insurance groups
• Clinical Commissioning Groups
• NHS Foundation Trusts
• Investors
• Banks

• Private equity
• Architects
• Property developers and consultants
• Central and local government
• Think tanks
• Lawyers
• Management consultants

UK private acute healthcare sector shows 
green shoots of recovery following Covid-19
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HealthcareMarketsUK covers all areas 
of independent healthcare including 
hospitals, primary care, mental healthcare, 
cosmetic surgery, flexible staffing, private 
medical insurance, dentistry and IVF. 
Subscription includes:

• Unique content - ten issues a year 
bring you market data and content 
you will not find elsewhere

• Real insight - commentary from the 
sector’s leading trade associations 
including IHPN and IDF

• Online archive - over 20 years of news 
and features

• Supplements - including roundtables, 
costs surveys, policy supplements and 
infographics

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features

• Conference discounts - early bird 
rates for delegate passes
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Healthcare Workforce & Recruitment UK 
market report draws inspiration from and 
is informed by the author’s interviews with 
over 100 NHS, adult social care, voluntary 
sector and independent acute sector CEOs 
and workforce and HR leaders. 

Written during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the report gives an all-round view of the 
state of the market, and while taking 
account of what has happened during 
the pandemic, considers the underlying 
market drivers and what is being done to 
address the resulting challenges.

It is vital reading for anyone involved in 
temporary recruitment in healthcare and 
social care.

Workforce

Reports

The second edition of Digital Health UK 
market report contains new and rebased 
data, providing the most accurate picture 
of the market available and giving full 
consideration to the impact that the 
pandemic has had on the adoption (or not) 
of different technologies, cutting through 
the myth to shine a light on the reality.

The report offers insight on how Covid-19 
has taken digital health on its journey to 
maturity and asks if this will be sustainable.

The report is vital reading to anyone 
with an interest in this emerging market, 
be they an investor, an advisor, a large 
corporate supplier, a health tech start-up, 
or someone working within procurement 
or IT within the healthcare sector.
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The thirty-third edition of LaingBuisson’s UK 
Healthcare Market Review is vital reading 
for independent providers, commissioners, 
advisors and investors active in the UK’s 
independent healthcare and social care 
sectors.

Published in September 2021, and written 
during the summer, the Review reflects 
on how the pandemic has affected the 
independent healthcare and social care 
sectors during the past 18 months.

The report includes a new chapter on 
healthcare workforce and recruitment. This 
provides valuable insight into the key drivers 
of this market at a time when the sector is 
once again facing staffing challenges as the 
wider economy opens up.
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