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The sixth edition of LaingBuisson’s industry standard Private Acute Healthcare - Central 
London report, sponsored by the Medical Protection Society, is a trusted barometer of the 
market, and vital reading for anyone involved in this highly competitive market, whether as a 
hospital/clinic provider, an investor or as an advisor.

The report paints a picture of a market in a time of change. Now worth £1.6 billion (2018), the 
market for private acute care in Central London has grown by 3.4% since 2017. While Private 
Patient Units (PPUs) remain a significant driver of growth, independent hospitals have also 
returned to growth, reversing the downward trend of 2016 and 2017.

Growth for independent hospitals has been underpinned by a resurgence in the embassy 
market, especially a move back to London of Gulf patients. In this, London has benefited from 
a corruption scandal in Germany and also from positive efforts to build relationships with 
organisations and individuals in the Gulf.

PPUs continue to benefit from a strong reputation for specialism for complex patients, 
perceived higher quality of care and lower prices and this is bringing in business, particularly 
from private medical insurers which are attracted by the value for money offered.

Both independent hospitals and PPUs are attracting more self-pay patients, though growth 
continues to be modest. Generally, when patients choose to pay it is for treatments, such as 
cataracts or orthopaedics, at the lower end of the price range. Otherwise, the trend to ‘mix and 
match’, e.g. paying for a private scan and then waiting for treatment on the NHS, prevails.

At the same time, the competitive landscape is becoming more intense. 
There have already been a host of new entrants (One Wellbeck, Schoen 
Clinic), and others will follow by 2021 (Nuffield at Barts, the Hospital of St 
John and St Elizabeth, Cleveland Clinic) and this will expand capacity. This 
raises questions about future profitability, even if revenues rise. It also 
points to the possibility of future consolidation and restructuring.

For an in-depth analysis of these and other issues facing the private 
medical care market in Central London, purchase your copy of the report 
today.
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In 2017 the UK’s total expenditure on 
healthcare was £197 billion, up almost 3% 
on the 2016 total of £192 billion. Almost 
80% of this expenditure is accounted for by 
public spending, but LaingBuisson figures 
demonstrate how the independent sector, 
whether as a provider of services directly to 
private payers or as a partner to local authority 
and public health services in delivering health 
and social care services, continues to play a 
vital role in our healthcare economy. 

New for this latest edition, the Review looks 
in more detail at UK healthcare spending 
benchmarked against international 
comparators from the EU, G7 and OECD in 
the context of trends in global healthcare. As 
chosen provider of data on the UK independent 
healthcare sector to the Office for National 

Statistics, LaingBuisson contributes market 
data that is in turn submitted to the OECD, 
WHO and Eurostat who combine it with their 
international datasets to benchmark UK 
spending against other nations.

This makes LaingBuisson’s UK Healthcare 
Market Review vital reading not only for 
those independent providers but also 
commissioners, advisors and investors in the 
sector
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Private Healthcare Summit 2020 
The Transformation of Private Healthcare in 
a Decade of Change

The theme for the Private Healthcare 
Summit 2020 is The transformation of 
private healthcare in a decade of change. 

The next ten years will see a radical shift 
in private healthcare - breakthroughs in 
Artificial intelligence and digital health, 
the consumerisation of private healthcare, 
a volatile market, the drive for improved 
outcomes and reduced costs. 

The 2020 Summit will feature 
contributions from the opinion leaders and 
entrepreneurs who will lead the industry’s 
response to change. 

Tuesday 23rd June 2020 
QEII Centre 
London 

Conference

Private Healthcare
Healthcare Markets covers all areas 
of independent healthcare including 
hospitals, primary care, mental healthcare, 
cosmetic surgery, flexible staffing, private 
medical insurance, dentistry and IVF. 
Subscription includes:

• Unique content - ten issues a year 
bring you market data and content 
you will not find elsewhere

• Real insight - commentary from the 
sector’s leading trade associations 
including IHPN and IDF

• Online archive - over 20 years of news 
and features

• Supplements - including roundtables, 
costs surveys, policy supplements and 
infographics

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features

• Conference discounts - early bird 
rates for delegate passes

Healthcare
Healthcare Markets international delivers 
comprehensive, reliable and independent 
reporting on the full range of acute and 
primary healthcare services markets 
operating around the world covering 
medical and surgical hospitals and clinics, 
psychiatric hospitals, fertility, dentistry, 
primary healthcare and temporary/flexible 
staffing. Subscription includes:

• Constantly updated online news and 
ten PDFs delivered through the year

• Commentary from leading global 
organisations including the 
International Finance Corporation 
(World Bank Group) and the Asian 
Development Bank

• Exclusive interviews with c-suite 
figures from leading international 
healthcare groups

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features
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