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When the sixteenth edition of LaingBuisson’s Childcare UK market report written by 
leading education management consultancy, Cairneagle Associates, was launched 
in late March 2020, we speculated on the likely effects of the pandemic on this 
market. Now, eleven months later, we have republished the report with an entirely 
new chapter which looks at the impact of the pandemic and the future potential for 
the UK childcare market as it emerges from this ‘black swan’ event.

The full updated sixteenth edition of LaingBuisson’s Childcare UK market report, is 
essential reading for anyone involved in this historically fast-growing sector. This not 
only includes investors but also advisors to the sector and providers.

Strong historic growth and a socially responsible profile continue this market 
attractive for investors looking for safe havens for their money. With the market still 
being highly fragmented, there are still benefits to be gained from consolidation. 
It also holds the possibility of accretive earnings per share since nurseries are 
usually worth more in a group than as discreet entities, and there is the chance of 

outperforming the market by making better commercial 
decisions. In addition, there is strong support for 
investment in this market from debt providers.

The updated report also places a focus on the market’s 
potential in the wake of the pandemic. Questions arise 
over birth rates, how easy or not it will be to recruit staff, 
and how changes to the planning use class system 
may influence the future of childcare. Nevertheless, as 
the authors conclude, nurseries are a sector that have 
manoeuvred the crisis better than other parts of the 
economy.

• Independent nursery providers
• Local authority providers
• Policy makers
• Banks

• Private equity investors
• Lawyers
• Management consultants
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in real-time with a sophisticated search 
facility and data downloadable for your 
use

CareSearch provides real-time 
operational, contact and financial 
information on care home groups across 
the United Kingdom.

Modules cover:

For more information and an online 
screenshare call +44 (0)20 7841 0045 or 
email sales@laingbuisson.com

Market 
intelligence

CareMarketsUK covers the social care 
market including residential care, nursing 
care, adult specialist care, children’s 
services, childcare, housing with 
care, homecare, supported living and 
community care. Subscription includes:

• Unique content - ten issues a year 
bring you market data and content 
you will not find elsewhere

• Real insight - commentary from the 
sector’s leading trade associations 
including Care England and UKHCA

• Online archive - over 20 years of news 
and features

• Supplements - including roundtables, 
costs surveys, policy supplements and 
infographics

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features

• Conference discounts - early bird 
rates for delegate passes

Social Care
Healthcare Markets international delivers 
comprehensive, reliable and independent 
reporting on the full range of acute and 
primary healthcare services markets 
operating around the world covering 
medical and surgical hospitals and clinics, 
psychiatric hospitals, fertility, dentistry, 
primary healthcare and temporary/flexible 
staffing. Subscription includes:

• Constantly updated online news and 
ten PDFs delivered through the year

• Commentary from leading global 
organisations including the 
International Finance Corporation 
(World Bank Group) and the Asian 
Development Bank

• Exclusive interviews with c-suite 
figures from leading international 
healthcare groups

• Weekly news alerts - complete with 
live links to all stories and features

International

Journals

Care Homes 19,250

Care Home Groups 1,200

Nursing Care Places 271,100

Residential Care Places 269,250

The thirty-second edition of LaingBuisson’s 
UK Healthcare market review is vital reading 
for independent providers, commissioners, 
advisors and investors active in the UK’s 
independent healthcare and social care 
sectors.

Published in September 2020, against the 
backdrop of Covid-19, the Review offers the 
first all-round view of how the pandemic 
and the resulting lockdown has affected 
different sectors of the independent 
healthcare and social care market in the 
UK.

The report shows the extent of the impact 
on care homes for older people. However, 

there has been less impact on, and 
certainly no existential threat to, providers 
of care to adults under 65, homecare and 
housing with care. Many independent 
hospitals and healthcare facilities were 
signed over to the NHS throughout the 
spring and summer of 2020.
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